While much of the world came to a screeching halt, Allied Cooperative managed to keep moving
forward this summer despite the additional challenges presented by the pandemic. Improvements
were made at several co-op facilities including the Wisconsin Rapids grain plant, Mindoro Country
Store, Mauston NAPA store and Mauston Tire Shop.
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Wisconsin Rapids Grain Plant

Mindoro Country Store

The Grain division installed a new Zimmerman 4742 tower
dryer at its Wisconsin Rapids facilities (pictured above). The
new dryer is more efficient and is expected to speed things
up considerably at harvest. It is the same model that we have
in Adams, Blair East and West Salem, which allows us to be
more efficient with parts and repairs.

One of the difficulties of operating a small town convenience
store is it can be difficult to keep up with industry standards
while maintaining profitability. The State of Wisconsin
required that we update our pumps and fuel tanks by the
end of 2020 if we are to continue to sell gasoline and diesel
fuel at our Mindoro Country Store location.

One of the biggest perks of this dryer is that it will operate
much cleaner, as it was designed to retain bees wings and
particulate matter within the drying columns. That means our
neighbors will no longer have such an issue with “bees wings”
(the light, flaky part of the corn that binds the kernels to the
cob) and for that our staff and our neighbors are grateful.

Unfortunately, these upgrades were an expensive undertaking.
Director of Refined Fuels Jeff Bunker and Board Member
Leon Pfaff worked closely with the Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation and the town of Farmington to
write a grant to help offset the cost of the project.
Continued on page 7...
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ALLIED COOPERATIVE LOCATIONS
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE /
LP GAS / FUEL
540 S Main St • PO Box 729
Adams, WI 53910
608.339.3394 / 800.247.5679
www.allied.coop
AGRONOMY / GRAIN
251 Railroad St Adams, WI 53910
608.339.3698 / 800.331.3073 (Agronomy)
608.339.0357 (Grain)
CENEX PUMP 24
451 S Main St Adams, WI 53910
608.339.3626
NAPA AUTO PARTS
540 S Main St Adams, WI 53910
608.339.6412

MINDORO

MINDORO COUNTRY STORE
N8319 Cty Rd C Mindoro, WI 54644
608.857.3414

PLAINFIELD

PEST PROS
10086 1st St Plainfield, WI 54966
715.335.4046

PLOVER

AGRONOMY
4809 Monroe Ave Plover, WI 54467
715.345.1955 / 715.498.2767 (Cell)

TOMAH

DOWNTOWN OFFICE / LP
TOMAH COUNTRY STORE & FEED
ARCADIA
711 Fair St Tomah, WI 54660
OFFICE / LP / FUEL / OIL
608.372.2458 / 800.338.6624
AUTO SERVICE CENTER
AGRONOMY / GRAIN
N28281 State Rd 93 Arcadia, WI 54612 10533 Estate Rd Tomah, WI 54660
608.323.3311
608.372.2090
AGRONOMY / FEED
245 Van Buren St Arcadia, WI 54612
WEST SALEM
608.323.2144 (Agronomy)
OFFICE LP GAS / FUEL /
608.323.3818 (Feed)
ACE HARDWARE

BLAIR

EAST GRAIN PLANT
1015 E Broadway St Blair, WI 54661
608.989.2298
WEST GRAIN PLANT
420 N Park Rd Blair, WI 54661
608.989.2335

GALESVILLE

AGRONOMY
W19801 Winnebago Rd
Galesville, WI 54630
608.582.4711

MAUSTON

AGRONOMY / FEED / GRAIN /
TRANSPORTATION
N3709 Townline LL Rd
Mauston, WI 53948
608.847.6006 (Agronomy)
608.847.6896 (Feed)
608.847.5212 (Grain)
608.847.1642 (Transportation)
MAUSTON TIRE SHOP /
NAPA AUTO PARTS /
SAFETY & COMPLIANCE
310 Prairie St Mauston, WI 53948
608.847.1640 (Tire Shop)
608.847.7501 (NAPA)
608.339.3394 Ext 320 (Safety)

570 Commerce St
West Salem, WI 54669
608.786.1100 / 800.657.5189
(Office/LP/Fuel)
608.786.4141 (Ace Hardware)
AGRONOMY / FEED / GRAIN
165 S Mill St
West Salem, WI 54669
608.786.1103 (Agronomy)
608.786.1102 (Feed)
608.786.4154 (Grain)

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
GRAIN PLANT
3990 Commerce Dr
Wis Rapids, WI 54494
715.423.3000

If you would like to be removed from
our mailing list, or you have received
duplicate copies of this newsletter,
please call the Administration Office
listed above, or email info@allied.coop.

Who would have guessed when the world shut down
last March that October would roll along and we would
still be operating under the cloud of COVID-19? So many
things have changed, not just in our business, but around
the world, as we all adapt to new ways of getting work
done, all the while praying that this is not the “new normal”.
Our number one priority has always been to keep our employees and our customers safe and
protected. Right out of the gate, we implemented additional cleaning and hygiene protocols
throughout our facilities. We reduced the number of customers, visitors and vendors in our
buildings. We installed plexi-glass shields at our counters. We minimized personal contact and
limited non-essential meetings and unnecessary travel. We set-up social distancing protocols.
We have had to change the way we do business. We
spend more time with virtual meetings and have had
to cancel many of the events we would normally hold.
Most recently, when Governor Evers issued a statewide
facemask mandate, we asked our staff to adhere to the
mandate and wear masks whenever they were indoors
and working with others.
It hasn’t been easy, but I am incredibly proud of our
team for coming to work every day and putting others
before themselves to ensure that our essential work
continues during this unprecedented time. Every one of
our departments have stepped up and done whatever it
takes to ensure the continuity of the co-op’s business.

“

So we keep
calm, do all
we can to keep
our people
safe, and
keep moving
forward.

“

ADAMS

It has been uncomfortable, and I know we are all ready to return to ‘business as usual’, but I am
thankful for the efforts put forth by our employees and the patience exhibited by our customers
throughout this pandemic. Because of your continued patronage, none of our employees have
had to worry about a loss of income or hours. Our doors have remained open. And in some
areas, like some of our retail locations, business has become even stronger as consumers have
rediscovered their smaller hometown stores.

The world has been through tough times before. Back in World War II, which was unequivocally
one of history’s darkest chapters, the British government issued and displayed three posters
with messages written to boost morale and mentally prepare its civilians. One of them, “Keep
calm and carry on,” is sage advice for today as we are at war against the coronavirus. We can’t
just stop living. Our work is indeed essential. People need to eat. They need fuel to heat their
homes. They need what we provide. So we keep calm, do all we can to keep our people safe,
and keep moving forward.
We greatly appreciate your business and continued patronage with Allied. Please take care
of yourself and your families.
Sincerely,

Timothy Clemens, CEO
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CONTROLLING
WATERHEMP
by Wrangler Jones,
Agronomy Advisor

Amaranthus tuberculatus also known as Waterhemp is a surface. Waterhemp being dioecious (female and male parts located on separate
plants) allowed for a broader genetic diversity of the species. In addition, the
noxious weed that farmers and agronomists have been plant’s ability to hybridize with other species of the pigweed family, allows for
battling with more and more each growing season. With waterhemp to more likely adapt to agricultural environments. It wasn’t until the
early 1990’s that waterhemp became considered a significant agricultural weed.
its known resistance to multiple herbicides and season long
Characteristics
competition in soybean fields, it can result in significant Waterhemp looks similar to other pigweeds with just a few differences. The
yield loss. Today growers are looking for multiple ways to main difference in identifying waterhemp versus pigweed is that waterhemp
plants have no hair on their stems or leaves whereas pigweed does. The
control this aggressive weed.
leaves of waterhemp are
History
Tall Waterhemp (Amaranthus tuberculatus) is a native species to the United States
and was historically found on the east side of the Mississippi River located along
marshes and water courses. Due to rapid change in agriculture in the 1980’s it
didn’t take long for waterhemp to take over fields. There was a big push for
reducing soil erosion by utilizing conservation tillage practices which allowed
a more favorable growing environment for the seed by keeping it near the soil

elongated and glossy
with a stem ranging in
color from green to dark
red. This plant can grow
up to 1 ¼ inches per day
making it very competitive
for nutrients. Waterhemp
Continued on page 9...
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PLANTING THE SEED
FOR A GREAT 2021
Farmers think a little differently than the rest of the world.
Students think in terms of semesters and summer vacations.
Business people think in terms of quarters and fiscal years.
Children think in terms of Christmas and birthdays, the prime
gift-getting seasons. Farmers, however, think in terms of planting
and harvesting. The fall harvest is upon us and it’s time to look
ahead to our next planting season. I don’t know about you, but
I’ve never felt more ready. Like the rest of the world, I’m ready to
put 2020 in the rear view mirror.

2020 CALENDAR
PHOTO CONTEST
WINNERS

It is time to look at seed selection for 2021. We have all the new seed
guides and programs in place for next year. There are a lot of great money
saving programs and financing options available to you, but they do have
deadlines. October and November are the best times to purchase seed to
take advantage of the programs. Allied Cooperative carries some of the top brands in the industry such
as: Croplan, Dekalb, Asgrow, NK and Brevant (formerly called Mycogen). Between these companies we
have you covered for all of your seed needs.
by Izaak Rathke,
Director of Sales

Yield Contest
We will be holding our Yield Contest again this year, so be sure to call your Agronomy Advisors to
come out and do your yield checks and get you entered in the contest. Participants will receive a 2020
commemorative t-shirt and the opportunity for other great prizes. Plus you receive some great information
in the form of our yield book and an invitation to our annual Yield Banquet. Of course, planning an event
during COVID is not a decision we take lightly. The health and safety of our customers and employees
is our top priority. That being said, we are choosing to remain hopeful that by the end of January the
pandemic will no longer be a threat and we can move forward with our banquet as usual.
We have booked nationally recognized agricultural speaker, Kim Bremmer, for the event. Kim is a
dynamic, knowledgeable, enthusiastic speaker who compels audiences to reconsider what they think
they already know. Because she is a farm girl, a mother, a dairy enthusiast and a “science junkie”, she
brings a refreshing and realistic perspective to the realities of farming and food production. Kim is a
highly relatable speaker who is as entertaining and sharp-witted as she is well-informed. I have heard
Kim speak at other events and I promise she does not disappoint.
We look forward to working with you as you harvest your 2020 crop and look ahead to 2021. Have a
SAFE, high-yielding harvest!

(Top l to r): Ryan Larson, Pamela Plenge, Melissa Kotlowski, Katie Murphy, Debra
Schotten, Melissa Kotlowski, Debra Schotten, Debra Schotten, Claude Neve, Bryan
Meyer, Corey Gilbertson, Breeze Bunker, Katie Murphy and Kathleen Ausen.

Allied Cooperative invites you to enter our
2021 Calendar Photo Contest! We are looking
for striking digital images of local scenery,
agriculture and nature, throughout all four
seasons, to be used in our next calendar.
Winners will receive a $30.00 Allied Cooperative
gift certificate and plenty of bragging rights.
Please submit your high quality digital photos,
as well as your name and contact information,
via email to info@allied.coop. Contest deadline
is August 6, 2021.
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PROPANE VS. ELECTRICITY
by Dianne Dallmann
Director of Propane

Politicians and government officials
at every level seem to be entranced
these days by a specific goal when it
comes to pushing forward on clean
energy: shifting to an all-electric
energy system. The idea may seem
to make sense because fossil fuels and
their carbon emissions have become
a pariah in the face of climate change,
but does it, really?
If a customer, a building or even an entire community
are forced to rely just on electricity for all of their
energy needs—heating and cooling, food storage and
preparation, transportation etc. – then a single point
of failure can interrupt all of those systems. Customers
are unlikely to accept a non-resilient energy system
and the idea that all their modern amenities could
go down in the blink of an eye because of a single
downed powerline. In contrast, customers who still
retain a gas line will still have heating and cooking
options, and customers without electric cars can still
fill up at the gas station.
Compare the range and fueling times of the electric
vehicle (EV) and the propane autogas- fuel delivery
vehicle. With quick fill-up time and a long driving range,
propane autogas vehicles stay on the road. Fueling

propane autogas vehicles takes minutes,
compared to hours to “fuel” (recharge) an
EV. Charging EVs takes up to 5 hours, keeping
vehicles off the road for extended periods of time.
Propane autogas vehicles have a substantially longer
range than EVs. Class 4-7 propane autogas vehicles can
achieve a range of up to 350 miles on a single fueling.
Electric work trucks have a range of about 120 miles
on a single charge.
Environmental Impact
Emissions of all types are under increased scrutiny
due to the effect they have on air quality and the
environment. The burning of any fossil fuel contributes
to air pollution and while some fuels produce higher
concentrations of air pollution, propane and LP gases
produce very low levels of air contaminants. Propane
fueled appliances, equipment and LP gas vehicles
burn cleaner and produce environmentally friendly
emissions.
Electricity has zero emissions, but the statement
“electricity is 100% efficient” and/or “environmentally
friendly” is fairly inaccurate due to its generation and
production methods. Because electricity is a secondary
energy source, generated by the use of a primary
energy source, it is not exact or correct to say that
electricity is the most environmentally friendly fuel
available. Many people mistakenly believe this and
can be misled without understanding all aspects of
electrical power generation. In the United States, 49%
of all electricity is produced by the burning of coal. If
your hybrid-electric car is charged through coal fired
electricity generation, the chances of making a positive
impact on the environment are minimal. Therefore, the
environmental impact of propane powered vehicles
vs. electric vehicles can only be accurately compared
based solely on the primary energy source of electric
power generation.

David Gulas and Justin Smith

Consider the following:
• Propane is more dependable
than electric: Propane can be
stored safely in a tank on your property, while
electricity is subject to power outages. Propane
works when and where other energy sources
don’t—which makes it quite versatile.
• Propane is clean: Propane has long been recognized
as the “green”energy. By using this exceptional energy,
homeowners can help cut emissions and protect the
environment. Propane is an approved alternative fuel
listed in both the Clean Air Act of 1990 and the National
Energy Policy Act of 1992. Moreover, because propane
is a gas heat, it doesn’t spill, pool, or leave a residue.
• Propane is safe: Propane has quite a remarkable
safety record, due in large part to the stringent codes
and regulations developed by the propane industry and
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Propane
heat also has built-in safety properties. It won’t ignite
when combined with air unless the source of ignition
reaches 940°F. Propane gas is non-toxic and produces
natural emissions, and is not harmful to soil or water.
With propane, what you see is what you get. While
electricity is measured in hard-to-understand “kilowatt
hours,” propane is measured in familiar gallons.
•Propane is customer-friendly: With propane, you
get 24/7 customer service and support from your Allied
Cooperative team who all live and work in the same
communities that you do.
And if that’s not enough …
• Propane is cheaper than electric: According to
the U.S. Department of Energy, heating a home with
propane in recent years has cost far less than heating
with electricity. Even more surprising to many people is
that propane water heaters can cost 30% less to operate
because they can heat water twice as fast.
Call your nearest Allied Cooperative LP department
and let us help you put the power of propane to work
for you!

info@allied.coop
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FALL FERTILITY SOIL SAMPLING
by Andrea Topper,
Agronomist
Fall has arrived and that
means soil sampling season is also here! When is
the last time you had your
ground soil sampled? If
it has been four years or
more, it is time to start
thinking about resampling.
Grid sampling is a great way to get a good picture of
your soil variability and to help better manage putting
fertilizer where it is needed.
Times are tight with current commodity prices, so getting
the most efficient productivity out of every acre is more
important than ever. Here at Allied Cooperative, we
have the technology and expertise to make variable rate
fertilizer and lime recommendations based on multiple
layers of data. This informed approach will enable you to
put the right amount of product in the right place, which
maximizes the impact of every dollar you spend.
GPS-referenced soil sampling (“grid sampling”) is a
great base layer for helping to managing fertility. We

recommend sampling on a five acre or smaller grid. Five
acre grid means one GPS referenced point per every five
acres. The number of acres encompassed in each GPSreferenced soil sample can vary from five acres to less
than one acre. With this data, we can deliver variable-rate
recommendations for lime, potash, or DAP.
For example, a field that calls for an average of 200 lbs. per
acre of potash might have areas that need as much as 275
lbs/a or as little as 125 lbs/a for the same crop and yield. If
200 lbs/a was applied on every acre of this field, some acres
would receive excess potassium while other acres would be
deficient. In this way, you can see how putting the right
amount of product down in each area of the field makes
sense not just from an environmental standpoint but from
an economic sense as well.
While we are out soil sampling for fertility, we also
have the capability to pull your four free Soybean Cyst
Nematode (SCN) samples if you are a soybean grower
in the state of Wisconsin! Finally, if someone else soil
samples your farm, we can import that information
into our software and get you rolling towards an
optimal fertility regime. Contact your Allied Agronomy
Advisor today for fall soil sampling and variable-rate
recommendations!

Austin Headlee

Cyst Nematode

Free Soybean Cyst and Soil Nematode Testing

Larvae and egg

Allied Cooperative’s Pest Pros lab is continuing to tackle the “Billion Dollar Pest”.
By partnering with the Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board and the UW-Madison
Extension program, we offer four Free Soybean Cyst Nematode tests every year to
every soybean grower in Wisconsin. Wisconsin growers’ soybean checkoff dollars and
grant money from the WSMB fund this beneficial program. The tests offer a complete
soil nematode analysis to help growers make important decisions such as varietal
selection and rotation schedules. Results offer population counts of the SCN eggs
and other plant parasitic nematodes as well as a risk assessment of potential yield
damage based on those populations. Growers are able to use both portions of the results to make decisions not
only about their soybeans, but also the risk to dry beans, snap beans, and all rotation crops in their system.
We offer quick results, usually coming within a week so growers can act fast on potential problems. Professional
services are also available to consult on any questions. These samples can be pulled conveniently along with
spring or fall fertility samples to make decisions such as variety choice or field locations. Samples can also be
pulled during the growing season to troubleshoot problem areas within a field. Talk to Pest Pros about our
sampling services! To get your testing kits, including the postage paid packaging to ship the samples, email
freescntest@mailplus.wisc.edu. For more information about the testing program you can contact Kelsi Mueller
at Allied’s Pest Pros Lab at kmueller@allied.coop or 608.403.7199.

Egg
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PROGRESS
Continued from page 1 ...

FALL FERTILIZER

The project included installing new fuel tanks, new
pumps with card reader system, and price signs. The
upgrade is a real benefit to the community as they are
now able to purchase gas and diesel at the Mindoro
Country Store 24 hours a day.

Big crop means big crop removal. As we look at fields
going into fall and try to get a grip on overall yield and estimated storage
needs, there are some acres that look outstanding and there are some
that are harder to pinpoint. In areas that the yields stand out from years
past, it’s important to remember that crop removal phosphorus and
potassium are also up. “23 years ago when I started my career here, the
yield contest winners on corn ran about 210-220 bushels per acre,” Shawn
McAlister remembers. “Lately they’ve been about 310-320 bu/acre.”

Mauston NAPA
The Mauston NAPA store underwent a complete store
reset. The reset included a complete rearrangement of
shelving and fixtures in order to make the product more
visible to customers entering the store. The shelves were
then restocked with fresh product and included new
end-cap displays and product tab placement.

Shawn McAlister,
Agronomy Advisor

Is your soil bank ready for what kind of checks it
might have to write 10 years from now?
Dry conditions in April really got this year off to a head-start. Mother
nature allowed us to plant a lot of corn and soybeans early. Rains in May
and some warmer weather made for some respectable stands and we
were off to the races. “We were so far ahead that we took the afternoon
off on the first Sunday in May. That never happens when the sun is
shining,” Shawn said. It wasn’t until August when the rain shut-off that
fields became variable.

Mauston Tire Shop
The Mauston Tire Shop and warehouse got a face lift,
with a new door and siding. The new look is a major
improvement and enhances our image at the downtown
Mauston property.
We encourage you to stop by our facilities and check out
all the changes. We trust they will make your customer
experience with us even better!

How would you like to treat your fields as variable
as they treat you? Great news, you can. Grid sampling, yield
Abigail Holst,

Agronomy Advisor

mapping, and in-season imagery are all tools designed to help manage
production at the sub-field level. Abigail Holst says, “I like the idea of
having the ability to put the nutrients in the field areas that have the
ability to produce more.”

Contact your Allied Agronomy Sales Specialist
with any questions on how to put the power of fall
fertilizer to work for you.

ALLIED SUPPORTS AREA YOUTH
As both county and state fairs were cancelled this summer, many of our area
youth felt the sting of having worked very hard on their livestock projects
only to have them remain unseen in their barns. Fortunately, several
counties found ways to recognize their hard work by holding livestock
auctions via virtual and limited attendance events. Allied Cooperative was
a strong supporter at these events. Bidding on and purchasing animals has
been a long tradition of our co-op. Our youth have shown such resolve and
resiliency in the wake of the many challenges the COVID-19 crisis has thrown
them. We were pleased to continue our support of their hard work and
dedication to their animals.

info@allied.coop
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Preparing Your
Backyard Flock
for Winter
By Katie Swenson,
Dairy Production
Specialist/
Nutritionist

As winter approaches, many new backyard chicken
“tenders” may be wondering what comes next? Is it
necessary to heat the coop? How do chickens stay
warm? What needs to be done about waterers?
What about extra lighting? There are many options
for your chickens through the winter season, and
here are some “Do’s” and “Don’ts” of keeping your
flock happy through the cold.
Hens need 16 hours of light for optimal laying, so as the days
shorten, adding supplemental light will be necessary if you want
to keep up on egg production. A low-intensity 25 watt bulb (or
LED equivalent) is all you need, and it can be set on a timer for
ease. It is best to have it start the day early for the birds, and shut
off long before dusk, so that the birds have time to adjust to the
end of the day and get perched before nightfall. Do not keep the
light on 24 hours per day!
Water is also very important for feed intake and egg production.
If there is a separate enclosed coop/perch area, take the water
out at night or leave it in the run for the chickens. This will
prevent their sleeping area from getting extra moisture, which
causes frostbite on the waddles, combs, and feet. If there is
not access to a heated waterer or base, change the water out
multiple times per day. If chickens do not
have access to water, they won’t eat, which
will cause their body temperature to lower
and can also prematurely cause molting.
During the cold winter months, feed intake
will go up on average 0.3 pounds per bird
per day, so making sure there are multiple
places for birds to eat is helpful.
Contrary to popular belief,
chicken coops do not need to be
heated! Chickens are supplied
with feathers and down that
they can fluff to hold body heat
in, and their body temperature is
106 degrees, which helps prevent
chill. As long as the birds continue
to eat, they will be able to maintain
their body temperature. What can be

Emily Swenson

done to help prevent chickens from getting too cold is eliminating
drafts, patching any holes in coop walls, and insulating the coop. Make
sure that there is still proper ventilation to let fresh air come in and
get moisture out. One way to add a small amount of heat to the coop
is through using the deep litter method of bedding. Bedding starts at
4-6 inches deep, and the material will compost as manure and fresh
bedding become mixed, which adds heat to the coop. Fresh bedding
continues to be added on top of soiled bedding through the winter,
and the chickens will scratch it in with the old bedding, which also
acts as a boredom buster while they are “cooped up”. The bedding
can be removed when spring arrives and can be set aside to finish
composting for garden use.
In summary, making sure the flock has 16 hours of light, access
to fresh water and feed, and are protected from excess drafts and
moisture is extremely important through the winter months. Some
breeds of chickens have a higher tolerance for cold weather, using
this knowledge as a deciding factor when shopping for chicks is also
valuable. The last tip is to feed a high quality feed that is appropriate
for what stage your birds are at. Tending to backyard chickens can be
very rewarding when it comes to breakfast and stress relief.
Throughout the month of October, we have a “Flocktober” special
going on at Allied! When you come in to buy Purina chicken feed,
you can also pick out a FREE Purina coop sign! Contact your Allied
feed representative for details.
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After a spring and summer dominated by the
COVID crisis and election news, there seems
to be some good news in the grain markets.
Today, as I write this, corn and beans closed
the day session higher again on dry weather,
as our crop tries to finish out and we see strong
export sales to China. China currently has a
record new crop booked with the U.S. Why?
Let’s dissect the situation in China.

government. Hungry people make their government look illegitimate.
Many still remember the 1950’s when Mao starved out 5+ million rural
people because he wanted them to make steel in their backyards rather
than grow food. Lately, the communist government has struggled to
balance “centralized planning” and the forces within the grain markets.
Four years ago, the Chinese were struggling with huge stockpiles of
out-of-condition grain. Now those stocks are almost gone.

by Rich Dahlke,
Grain Merchandiser

On August 26th, Chinese corn hit $297 per tonne (or $7.40 per bu)
which is a 5 year high and a 27% increase since the start of the year.
This, along with a continuing pork shortage, flooding in the south and
dryness in the northern grain growing regions has contributed to a
broader rise in food prices.

Maintaining food supplies is very important politically to the communist

China has vowed to make record purchases this year and it needs to so
it can boost its supply. China expects a record corn crop this year but
it will still fall short by millions of tonnes. This is good news for corn
producing countries like the U.S. and Ukraine. The takeaway here is
that this situation will give the U.S. export program a shot in the arm
it needs. The August USDA report predicts our ending stocks at 2.2
billion bu which is still a sizable, comfortable number. Hopefully we
will watch this number shrink throughout the next few months giving
some volatility to the corn market.

China is currently dealing with a food security
crisis. Food inflation in China has recently
climbed to its highest rate in a decade and
President Xi has just made a high level plea for an end to “wastage”.
China’s Ag sector is reeling from a devastating hog disease and pandemic
issues that have disrupted supplies. Warnings of a Chinese food supply
gap are real. This is all happening when corn and soybean prices are
surging to feed the huge hog, poultry and dairy sectors. Some are
predicting a shortfall deficit of 30 million tonnes (a tonne is about 40 bu)
or 10% of its total crop. China needs the U.S. and other corn producing
countries to bail them out.

WATER HEMP

Continued from page 3 ...

is a dioecious plant which means female and male reproductive parts are
located on different plants. A female plant will produce tiny black shiny seeds
and can have 250,000 to 1 million seeds per plants. The seeds get spread in
many different ways whether it be biotically, abiotically, or mechanically and
can be viable in the soil for up to four years.

row-spacing, plant population, and crop cultivars are other factors that can be
implemented into control of weeds. The cleaning of machinery from one field
to another is another way to prevent the spread of waterhemp seeds. Farmers
and agronomists should plan for a long-term management plan spanning out
over 4-5 years due to the seeds ability to be viable of to four years in the soil.

Management

Conclusion

With waterhemp being one of the most yield robbing weeds, growers are
looking for the best way to manage this pest. Farmers and agronomists
should be out scouting for this weed in their field all season long and have
a plan of control. Having a management plan with a “start clean, stay clean”
mentality is a great way to
begin a management plan
due to waterhemp’s ability
to come in late season.
Applying pre- and postherbicides with residuals
with good surface coverage
helps control waterhemp
above and below ground
as well as other weeds.
Cultural practices such as

Waterhemp has quickly became a noxious weed through its high adaptability
to growing environments through breeding and can cause significant yield loss
at the end of the season. Controlling this weed has become more important
each growing season to help put more profit in farmers pockets. Coming up
with a management plan is
the best way to control and
maintain this pest. Allied
Cooperative has industry
leading tools available to
help control waterhemp
and other pests. For more
information contact your
local Allied Cooperative
Agronomy Advisor.
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Ride Responsibly:

New ATV/UTV S

SAFETY
CORNER

By Dawn McCluskey
Director of Safety & Compliance

Sharing the Road with Farm Machinery
Every spring and fall, farmers take to the road while planting and harvesting the crops
we eat every day. But when you’re driving along an open country road and encounter a
massive, slow-moving piece of farm equipment, it’s important to understand how to keep
yourself and your fellow road users safe.
Here’s a look at some tips for sharing the road with farm equipment.
Know the basics. Driving on rural roads may leave a driver feeling safe and relaxed but their perceptions
may be unfounded. Many factors make country roads risky. One of the biggest problems? Drivers that
have little or no experience sharing the road with large farm vehicles.
Understand the limitations of farm equipment. Wide vehicles make wide turns. If you see farm
machinery veering off in one direction, it may be making a turn, not pulling over. That’s because farm
equipment operators have to swing a heavy left or right to make a turn. It’s safest to stay back and
watch what the machinery operator chooses to do next.
Farm equipment isn’t as maneuverable as a car or truck. A lot of farm equipment can’t safely negotiate
road shoulders or loose surfaces—these tall, unstable vehicles run the risk of tipping over.
Take a second look.
Before you pull into an intersection or make a move to pass, be sure your path is clear in all directions.
Tall crops can create “blind” corners, and farm vehicles could enter the roadway from unmarked access
drives on their fields. Keep an eye out for the Slow Moving Vehicle emblem, which looks like an orange
triangle with red borders.
Watch for amber flashing lights that signal the far ends of the farm equipment. There may also be
reflective tape on these far-reaching parts that increase its visibility.
Slow down. Farm vehicles often travel at slow speeds. To reduce the risk of a collision, begin braking
when you see the slow-moving vehicle emblem. Also stay a safe distance back—around 50 feet. These
vehicles typically travel at about 15-25 mph. Therefore, it takes less than 7 seconds for a car traveling at
55 mph to rear-end a tractor that’s 300-400 feet away.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources reminds everyone to stay safe
and to be courteous to others by following
the new All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) and Utility
Terrain Vehicle (UTV) laws passed by the
Wisconsin State Legislature.
The new laws affect passenger requirements, headlamps,
operational requirements, vehicle legal definitions and
more. The new laws took effect on March 4, 2020.
ATV/UTV riding is a growing sport in Wisconsin. In 2019,
there were 149 non-fatal accidents involving ATVs and
UTVs. Drinking or drugs, inexperience, vehicle speed
and operator error were some of the top contributors
to these incidents. There also were 22 fatal ATV/UTV
accidents in 2019.
To keep this sport as safe as possible and reduce injuries
and deaths, the DNR urges riders to follow these safety
tips and these new updates to existing laws.

ATV Passenger Rules
• ATV operators cannot have a passenger riding in or on
any part of an ATV that is not designed or intended to
be used by passengers. Previously, this law only applied
to roadways. After market seating does not comply with
the law.

New ATV/UTV Legal Definitions
• For ATVs, low-pressure tires are no longer required;
instead, the only requirement is three or more tires.
ATVs are required to be commercially designed and
manufactured and their width cannot exceed 50 inches as
measured laterally between the outermost wheel rims on
each side of the vehicle.
• For UTVs, low-pressure tires are also no longer
required; instead, they must have four or more tires.
UTVs must be originally manufactured with, and must
have at all times, a width of not more than 65 inches as
measured laterally between the outermost wheel rims
on each side of the vehicle.

Pass carefully. Take the standard precautions: Wait for a safe passing zone, watch for oncoming traffic,
signal and return to the lane once the vehicle is in your rearview mirror. If the vehicle is extra-wide, wait
to pass until the driver pulls over and signals that it’s safe. Honk your horn beforehand in case the driver
can’t see you. Don’t speed past: When passing farm equipment, be aware that your vehicle’s turbulence
may cause the machinery to sway and become unsteady.
Yield. Give a wide farm vehicle the right-of-way when it’s traveling the opposite direction. Farm
vehicles can’t always pull over to the road’s shoulder safely. If possible, pull onto the shoulder or into a
turn-out to allow the farm vehicle to pass.
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V Safety Laws

CHEAP, CHEAP, CHEAP...

Lighted Headlamp Display Requirements
• ATVs and UTVs must now have a lighted headlamp
and tail lamp during operation—regardless of time
of day and location.
• No person (except emergency services personal)
may operate an ATV or UTV that is equipped with any
of the following: 1) A lamp that emits a color other
than white or amber and that is visible from directly
in front of the vehicle. 2) A lamp that emits any color
of light other than red, yellow, amber or white and
that is visible from directly behind the ATV or UTV.
3) A flashing, oscillating or rotating lamp that emits
any color other than yellow or amber.
• Any person operating an ATV or UTV must dim his or
her high-beam headlamps and any auxiliary lamps
when within 500 feet of an approaching ATV/UTV or
vehicle, and within 500 feet to the rear of another
ATV/UTV or vehicle.

Operational Requirements and
Modification Restrictions
• ATVs and UTVs cannot be operated with anything
else other than tires (exception: private property or
frozen waters).
ATV and UTV operators born on or after Jan. 1, 1988
who are at least 12 years old for an ATV (and at least
16 years old for UTV) must complete an ATV safety
certification course to operate in Wisconsin (exception:
on private property owned by operator’s immediate
family). DNR Conservation Wardens recommend all
ATV and UTV operators complete a safety course.

The birds recognize a good deal when they
see it—and you will too, when you stop by
Allied Cooperative for its annual

BIRDFEED BLOWOUT SALE
coming October 5th–16th!

You’ll find great deals at all of our retail locations, including a 50
lb. bag of Black Oil Sunflower Seed at $19.99 and Allied’s special
blended bird feed—Fancee Feather for $17.50 for a 50 lb. bag.
It’s also a great time to stock up on Wood Pellets for your wood
stove and Ice Melt and Rock Salt for your sidewalks. We also have
deer blocks and cracked corn.
Check out the sale flyer at www.allied.coop;
then stop by one of our fine retail locations:
Ace Hardware, West Salem
Mindoro Country Store, Mindoro
NAPA, Adams & Mauston
Tomah Country Store, Tomah

Coupon expires 12/31/2020
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NAPA Pet of the Month
The Adams and Mauston NAPA stores have launched a promotional
campaign to boost sales of its pet foods and bird seed. Customers
are encouraged to submit photos of their pets to vie for the title
of “Pet of the Month”. Winners will receive a free bag of pet treats
and plenty of bragging rights.

For NAPA it’s a fun way to promote our products and drive some
awareness for the variety of products we sell. Local pets entered
in the contest will be featured on Facebook and their photos will
be displayed on banners in front of both of our stores. Stop by the
Adams or Mauston NAPA stores for more information on how you
can enter your pet in the contest.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As a large cooperative with six divisions and multiple locations, Allied
Cooperative employs a diverse staff in a number of different career fields.
If you are interested in joining the Allied Cooperative team, please visit our
website at www.allied.coop. There you will find a list of current job openings
and an application. We look forward to hearing from you!
Allied Cooperative’s employees play an important role in our success as a

cooperative. As a cooperative, our core values are teamwork, integrity,
dependability, efficiency and service to others. If your values match ours,
we’d love to talk to you about career opportunities with our co-op. Come see
what Allied can do for you! For a complete and up-to-date list of openings
visit www.allied.coop. For more information on any of these openings call
(608) 339-3394 or email humanresources@allied.coop .

BOARD REPORT

Photo: Bula Farms

Tom Walker,
First Vice-Chairman

The 2020 growing season is nearing the end. If you said “what expected with what has been going on. Projects continue to
just happened?” you are not alone!
move forward and the updates of the Mindoro gas pumps and a
new dryer at Wisconsin Rapids proved that things can get done
We started the spring with a virus that changed most everything. during turbulent times. Well done!
For those of us in production agriculture, thank goodness the
cows and the corn didn’t care. This allowed us to go about life The Board had to change things up by hosting a virtual annual
with some normality. Spring planting was smooth for most of us meeting. A strange way to host a meeting, but it seems to be
and until a late summer dry spell the growing season was quite becoming more common all the time. We were able to report a
good in most of Wisconsin.
profitable year and hold our elections. Congratulations to Rick
Geske, Jeremie Pavelski and Mark Helming on being re-elected.
Yes, Iowa had a hurricane, which they had to come up with
another name for, because we don’t get hurricanes in the So as we go through fall, let’s be thankful that we made it with
Midwest, and our dry spell ended with 4 to 12 inches of rain our sanity and hope that something more normal is in our future.
in spots. Overall, the 2020 crop year will be OK for most of us.
Have a safe fall and bountiful harvest!
All of this creates challenges for Allied, but the staff has risen
to the occasion and things have run as smooth as could be
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