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Dealing with
2019
Corn silage
By Mike kannenberg
It is not too far from when we’d normally consider getting into the
fields and start looking at harvesting corn silage. But this year is
another story all in itself. Spring dealt most of our trade area with
wet, wet and more wet weather. This delayed entry into the fields
to plant the corn we anticipated would make better corn silage
than last year. But, as we move forward we still need to consider all
of our options to make the best corn silage we can.
As you start evaluating your fields, you may find that you will
not be able to go right down the row and expect the corn to all be
consistent. This is a year where we may find ourselves having to
bypass a field because it is not ready and may have to come back
to it later in the harvest schedule. Not ideal, but remember corn silage is harvested once a year and it effects our inventory and cows’
performance for the entire calendar year.
Last year was also a challenging year because of the diseases that
we dealt with. Grey leaf spot and northern leaf blight took our
silages from mid-70 percent moistures down to 65 within days and
left us with drier silage than we wanted. The rain didn’t do us any
favors either, for that matter. My take home message here is that
we need to still watch our fields closely to evaluate and keep on
top of them. Fungicides have proven its worth in most instances to
keep plants healthy and vigorous until the end.
Once we have started to harvest, you and your nutritionist should
monitor the length of cut on your silage and also your kernel processing closely. Normally we will see most of our silages chopped
at ¾-inch to 1 inch theoretical cut at an ideal moisture. Remember,
the drier it gets the shorter the length should be to allow for better
packing at the bunker or pile.
As for the kernel processing, the wetter the corn silage the less we

need to worry about the kernel being processed. But, with that said
we need to get off the chopper or tractor seat to really look. All the
kernels should be nicked or broken to get the true value out of the
starches you are harvesting.
Also remember to check that your applicators are working for
proper inoculant application. This year is another year were inoculants will prove its worth. The more inconsistent our silages are,
the more important it becomes to treat the forage with the right
product. Your CP Feeds representative can help you figure which
one is the best for you.
As we get our silage to the bunk or pile we need to make sure
packing is handled correctly. One pack tractor may not be enough
for the amount of silage coming to the bunker. The general rule of
thumb for weight of your tractors at the bunker is 800 pounds for
every ton of silage that is delivered per hour to the bunker.
Also remember to pack in layers, 4 to 6 inch layers is ideal. The
closer we get to the top the thinner the layers should be. We have
seen situations were we have a mold layer about a foot below the
top of the pile. This comes from not packing enough when we are
finishing up. If you have seen this before you know what we are
talking about. Another product that has been proven to help with
top-layer spoilage is a top saver that you can use to apply to the top
of the bunker (SiloSolve OS). This actually helps seal that top layer
to prevent air penetration. This is another product to talk with
your CP Feeds nutritionist about.
All in all, make sure your team follows these basic rules for harvesting corn silage this year because it is critical to get the job done
right in these tight economic times. Have a safe and enjoyable
harvest!

What can we expect from late-planted corn?
Corn planted late in this continually wet season in Wisconsin will likely not make grain and may be difficult to make into
silage, says Joe Lauer, University of Wisconsin corn agronomist.
All the more reason farmers should keep track of their fields’
silking dates to help schedule their or their custom operators
field harvest order to harvest the best crop possible, he adds.
“This season was unique in that we didn’t get that much
rain– we’ve had years where we have had more rain than we
got this year. But the difference was the frequency. Every two or
three days we would get a tenth to two-tenths of an inch, which
would keep you out of the field for the next day or two,” he
notes in a Midwest Forage Association article.
The third week in June brought a break in the weather and
some acres were planted. But the constant precipitation then
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grain-filling period for most Wisconsin corn hybrids is very
consistent, 55 to 60 days, so if you know the flowering date, you
can then count on the calendar when you typically will get a
frost and can roughly determine just whether or not the crop
has a chance of making it.”
Lauer also advises growers to make use of county or co-op
corn silage drydown days, which will help them time harvests
for storage structures. “We typically divide the drydown dates
by relative maturity and planting date, so the results are summarized based on those two criteria. You can get a sense of what
corn is doing in your county as well as around the area, and that
helps with scheduling with custom operators. And once they
are there, if you have any grain, it will be the driest part of the
plant. If a field is a little wet and you want it drier, you can raise
the cutterbar to move moisture content by 3 to 4 points.”

returned. Lauer estimates a quarter-million corn acres were
finally planted in July. “Those acres are not going to make grain
at all. They will be difficult to make into silage, but luckily for
corn, we have what we call the ‘double peak.’ If we can get the
crop to flower or go to tasseling, then the quality at that time is
actually pretty good.”
Corn planted in July won’t make the second quality peak –
at 50 percent kernel milk – but it could hit that first peak at
tasseling, he says. “So that is something to at least hope for. It’s
still going to be too wet at that point, but a killing frost will stop
the growth and there will be a physical dry down, so you can
harvest and ensile it.”
Growers should track silking dates of fields, even in those
planted earlier, Lauer says, to help estimate harvest time. “The
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“That’s pretty significant, and it helps you put up silage at the
right moisture for the storage structures they are putting it in.
That’s going to be critical to be able to ensile and get good fermentation so you can preserve it later on as you feed it out.”
Growers and dairymen also need to think about the value of
that corn silage, Lauer says, “because it’s clear that we’re not going to have the amount of grain or starch content in silage this
year that we normally do. Yet many contracts are written based
on 8 or 8.5 bu of grain per ton of silage. We’re not going to get
that this year for any corn planted late. Arriving at a fair value
will be a critical aspect of this year’s harvest.”
One way to assess silage value is to leave check rows in each
field. But Lauer suggests measuring the corn silage quality to
get a starch value, then back calculate the number of bushels of
grain in the corn silage.

