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Discovering Opportunities Through
Adaptability
John Pruss, General Manager
Certainly uncertain. That seems to be the only way to describe the current state of the
agriculture industry, and the climate of our world. Reports change daily and the story varies depending on who you
listen to. What stays the same is that we all still supply the world’s food chain. We still have a job to do but have
been forced to consider different ways of doing it.
At United Farmers Cooperative, we have been strategic in our response to the COVID-19 crisis. We knew that we
had to take measures to protect our ability to serve you, by protecting the health of our employees and their ability
to come to work. We created several new employee guidelines to help with the management of COVID-19, in respect
to our employees. We encourage social distancing and a clean environment, as well as other recommended
preventative guidelines. Our leadership team continues to identify ways of serving the needs of our producers in over
twenty communities, while limiting potential virus exposure for everyone involved.
Through this process, we realized that we had already been using some of the methods of communicating and
customer service, that are now a necessity. What surprised us was that these processes that used to be a “last
resort,” are quite effective and increase efficiency! Tasks such as conducting staff meetings via Zoom and moving
product and supplies between UFC locations on our route truck reduce hours of travel time and expense. Our board
members have adapted, as well. While they look forward to resuming in-person meetings, they are currently meeting
via Zoom, to ensure that business continues.
In February, your board of directors met for two days to learn about recent industry evolution and what the future
of agriculture might look like. They discussed ways that your cooperative will need to evolve to meet your changing
needs and desires. Ironically this planning session, occurred prior to the health crisis. I am proud that this group of
directors has a vision for the future and realize that we will need to change to succeed. UFC will continue to invest in
people, equipment and fixed assets with the focus on serving the owners and customers. We will be increasing our
storage capacity by 2 million bushels in three projects, which will also increase the unload speed at these 3 locations.
We are putting up loadout bins at the big feed mill at Creston, to increase our daily output of feed and we have
several other smaller projects that we are doing to improve employee efficiency.
With a few modifications, business at United Farmers Cooperative continues as usual. As you will see throughout
this issue of your newsletter, we continue to add resources for your success. These resources are possible because
our recent years of growth are generating increased cash flow.
As you navigate through these uncertain times, we encourage you to remain calm and rely on United Farmers
Cooperative for guidance. Our agronomists, feed experts, grain marketers, energy specialists and financial
department are here to provide strategies and options that might be right for your needs. During this time, we
encourage you to reach out to us by phone. We miss the personal interaction, handshakes and seeing our coffee
groups at our C-Stores. However, we continue to focus on the health of our employees and customers. As with most
obstacles we have faced in the past, we will get through this together. Stay safe.
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Building For Your Success
Over the past several months, the United Farmers Cooperative Board of Directors has voted to make several
enhancements in order to provide additional resources to its members. Here are a few of the ways your cooperative is
building for you!
GRAIN

HUMESTON
What: 500,000 bushel corn pile/220 ft. diameter circle/12,000 bu. per hour load in capacity
When: Anticipated completion - Summer 2020
What it means: Increased speed, space and convenience for you
OSCEOLA
What: 500,000 bushel corn pile/220 ft. diameter circle/12,000 bu. per hour load in capacity
When: Anticipated completion - Summer 2020
What it means: Increased speed, space and convenience for you

AGRONOMY
RED OAK
What: New, automated chemical mix & load system/blend and field loads submitted through computer
and can be picked up by customer 24 hours a day
When: Completed Spring 2020
What it means: Increased convenience for you, improved accuracy, faster service, labor can be
redirected to other producer needs
FARRAGUT
What: New 15 acre site for warehouse, office and liquid storage
When: Anticipated completion - Spring 2021
What it means: Increased capacity to efficiently serve the area’s growing
chemical needs
HUMESTON
What: Three additional 30,000 gal. NH3 and load stations
When: Completed Spring 2020
What it means: Increased capacity to efficiently serve the area’s growing
NH3 needs
ENERGY

Creston bulk fuel site

CRESTON
What: New bulk fuel plant/fill delivery trucks for on-farm service/providing Ruby Fieldmaster
& Roadmaster premium fuels
When: Completed Spring 2020
What it means: Creston’s only bulk fuel plant will provide faster, more efficient fuel delivery for Creston
and surrounding area

2020 Board Election Results Announced
With a total of 385 ballots cast, the United Farmers Cooperative members filled three available seats on this year’s
Board of Directors. Election results were announced at the annual meeting, in January. Travis Querry (Red Oak) was
elected to represent the western region of the UFC territory, and comes to the Board as a former associate member of
the United Farmers Mercantile Cooperative Board of Directors. Keith Klocke (Villisca) and Will Larson (Diagonal) were
re-elected to continue serving on the board. While Larson was unopposed for the eastern region seat, Chris Larson
(Clearfield) joined Klocke on the ballot to represent the central region.
Outgoing members Larry Weis, Jason Green and Doug Foote were recognized for their service and dedication to
United Farmers Cooperative, at the meeting. Thank you, to all of the past and current board members, for your
contributions to agriculture in Southwest Iowa.
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The Need For Speed Jason Delay, Commercial Feed Manager
“Speed and Space.” We all know that is the name of the game for grain elevators. The same holds true for
commercial feed mills, which is precisely why United Farmers Cooperative is making a very large investment in the
Creston feed mill.
If you haven’t driven by in a while, you may be surprised to see that we have dismantled a large portion of the
mill. This construction will facilitate the addition of a second loading lane and an additional 180 tons of holding
capacity. This additional storage brings our current load out capacity to just under 800 tons, with plans to add an
additional 360 tons in the future. The second lane and bins will provide us the ability to load 60 tons of feed in
twelve minutes.
Currently, the Creston feed mill sends out just under 6,000 tons of complete feed per week. That equals 160,000
bushels of your corn/week or 8.3 million bushels/year. These numbers don’t even include what we produce in Red
Oak or Afton. We invite you to drive by, take a look at our progress and keep an eye out for more improvements to
come.
Take comfort knowing that, in spite of the current ethanol situation, UFC provides you with steady market
opportunities, close to home. Ask us how UFC’s “Speed and Space” can work for you!

UFC Energy Department Announces New Programs!
Tianna Fisher, Certified Energy Specialist
Sunny days and warm temperatures mean it is time for 2020-2021 propane season contracts. Everyone who
purchased LP from us last year will receive a new contract offer in the mail. Your contract will show the last two years
of your LP usage to help you determine the amount of gallons to contract. The ability to see your actual historical
usage is great tool to remove confusion from the contracting process and help you lock in the appropriate amount of
gallons needed.
Not yet a UFC propane, bulk fuel or bulk oil customer? Let’s talk! Give me a call to find out if you can save money on
your petroleum contracts. With a side-by-side comparison of your current contract to a UFC contract, you may find
that you are paying more for your fuel and are missing out on the personal, high-quality service that United Farmers
Cooperative provides. Call me at 712-370-8051 to discuss your fuel needs, today!

HOW CAN YOU PUT $50 (OR MORE)
IN YOUR POCKET WITH FUEL FROM UFC??
SIGN UP FOR
PROPANE
AUTO-PAY &
BUDGET BILLING
Receive $50 off your propane
contract when you sign up for
AutoPay AND Budget Billing! Not
only can you easily manage your
fuel budget and payments, but you
can save a little money, too!
(Offer valid for new AutoPay &
Budget Billing customers, only.)

“FUEL A
FRIEND”
REFERRAL
PROGRAM
Earn $50 off your propane or fuel
contract for each qualifying
customer/contracted fuel service
you refer to UFC! Your friend will
get $50, too, because a friend of
yours is a friend of ours!
Why stop with one? The more you
refer, the more you save!

COMPARE
CONTRACTS

If you currently contract your
propane or bulk fuel with
someone other than UFC, we
invite you to bring in your
current contract for a side-by-side
value comparison and receive a
gift from us! Join the many
others who stopped paying hidden
fees and suffered from operational
downtime when they made the
switch to United Farmers
Cooperative. Let us show you what
total value looks like!

Contact Tianna Fisher at 712-370-8051, or your local UFC energy location for more details!
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Options for Enhanced Beef Cow Performance
in Mineral
Rachel Bergren, Inside Retail Feed Sales
Avalia®4 is a combination of organic zinc, manganese, copper, and cobalt. These trace minerals help promote
better immunity, reproduction, skin and hoof quality, muscle development, growth, and milk production. Avalia®
4 has the most bioavailable trace minerals on the market, meaning the minerals are more readily absorbed and
utilized by the animal to get their full benefit. Also, when an animal has a proper balance of these minerals,
dealing with stress becomes an easier task. Avalia® 4 can be fed year-round but is highly recommended to feed
60 days prior to calving through breeding.
XPC is a yeast culture that brings added health benefits. XPC can help improve forage digestion in cows and
can help increase immunoglobulins in the colostrum by up to 16%. Trials have even shown E-Coli shedding can be
reduced by as much as 80% with XPC in mineral. Overall, this means a more successful transfer of immunity from
the cow to the calf, thus improving calf health. The advantage of the XPC and Availa 4 combination is that these
ingredients are non-antibiotic and work together to boost cow-calf health. XPC can be fed year round, and is
especially beneficial before and during times of stress.
High Mag contains higher levels of Magnesium to help combat low Mag levels in cool season grasses, winter
wheat, and winter rye that can lead to grass tetany. High Mag mineral should be fed starting 1-2 weeks prior to
turnout to lush spring grasses until cool season grass growth declines. Introducing Mag mineral prior to turnout
helps cattle adjust to the more bitter taste so they consume the proper levels when turned out to grass.
Altosid® is an IGR feed through fly control. Altosid® works by preventing the horn fly pupae from molting into
adults in the manure. Horn flies are the most detrimental fly to cattle, costing producers an estimated $40/cow
if not controlled. They are strong biters and blood suckers causing blood loss, stress, irritation, and secondary
infections from sores. They are not fliers meaning it is against their nature to “jump” between groups of cattle.
For maximum control, we need to keep pressure on the horn fly population. Altosid® should be introduced into
the mineral 30 days before flies appear, generally that is early to
mid-April for our region, through 30 days after the first frost.
Follow our “United Farmers Cooperative” page on Facebook to see
more information posted about mineral programs.
Contact Rachel at 712-370-4906, or your local UFC retail feed location
for help with your animal nutrition questions!

Digesting the ethanol impact
on retail feed
Doug Hays, Retail Feed Department Manager
The Times They Are-A-Changin…………..an old Bob Dylan song title
that, probably, best sums up what is happening in the livestock
business today. Uncertainty around ethanol production has led to
uncertainty about the available supply of Dried Distillers Grains (DDG’s). With early 2000’s boom in ethanol
plants, DDG’s became a staple feed ingredient for both beef and pork production. Diets were crafted and
perfected around this product, allowing increases in efficiency and lower costs of production. The use of DDG’s
became the norm. Fast forward to 2020 and we are faced with the possibility that DDG’s will have, or already
have, priced themselves out of diets due to limited supplies.
As your UFC Retail Feed Team, we understand your operations are faced with many challenges. Please reach
out to our experienced sales staff to discuss any and all options that we have to manage your feeding needs at
the best possible price. We are here to serve our members and customers. That has always been our mission and
is our goal, every day. Let’s roll up our sleeves together and together we can work through these challenging
times! Hard work and perseverance... the cornerstones of farming and your United Farmers Cooperative.
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Finding the Silver Lining in a Perfect Storm
Kasey Nash, Grain Department Manager
What do you get when you combine a trade war,
decreased ethanol demand, projected increase in corn
production and fewer vehicles on the road? You might
think that it is a storyline for an agricultural horror
movie. Unfortunately, it is the series of simultaneous
factors affecting today’s corn market. Corn prices look
grim and you may be wondering what the future holds
for you. Let’s look at what we know, and what we can
do moving forward.

The ethanol industry had already taken a major hit
from the Russian-Saudi oil price conflict. However, with
the COVID-19 crisis keeping so many people at home, the
lack of gasoline demand has cut ethanol usage in half. As
a result, some ethanol plants have halted production until
the demand returns. Lower ethanol run rates have meant
decreased DDG production. While this has helped feed
demand for corn, the livestock market is unstable due to
recent COVID-19 outbreaks at multiple processing plants
across the country.

According to the March 31st USDA report, last year’s
wet weather means that corn planting intentions equal
Globally, the Brazilian crop lowered to 124 MMT
97 million acres vs 89.7 million planted in 2019.
(million metric tons), down from 126 MMT. Some analysts
Soybean intentions also increased to 83.5
are placing it closer to 120 MMT. The weakened Brazilian
million acres over last year’s 76.1
economy means Brazil’s famers are
million planted. March 1 corn stocks
getting record prices for soybeans.
“The farmer has to
decreased to 7.953 billion bushels,
With all this said, there is positive
be an optimist.
down from 2019’s 8.613 billion bushels
activity happening. Keep in mind that
Otherwise, he
and soybean stocks were also down
China has recently increased their U.S.
at 2.253 billion bushels vs 2.727 billion
wouldn’t be
corn purchases and are likely to increase
bushels on March 1, 2019. Keep in mind
under the Phase 1 trade deal. The U.S.
a farmer.”
that this report was issued prior to
Soybean Export Council continues to
- Will Rogers
COVID-19 directly impacting the United
engage with foreign customers and
States, which means that the corn
suspect that the Chinese will want to
acres are not likely to increase, but the
replenish soybean reserves at today’s favorable prices.
soybeans may slightly rise.
The United States continues to be a reliable supplier of
global grain exports. At the end of the day, we know that
Let’s look at the April 9th USDA Monthly
the difficult times pass and encourage you to stay calm
Supply/Demand Report takeaways:
and remain positive.
• Corn: Ethanol use down 375 mil. bushels; Feed use
up 150 mil. bushels. Carryout this year at 2.1 billion
Please rely on United Farmers Cooperative for your
bushels, up 200 mil. bushels from March report.
grain marketing needs. As we progress through the
• Soybeans: Crush demand up 20 mil. bushels;
spring and summer, you may want to consider a Basis or
export demand down 50 mil. bushels. Carryout this
Minimum Price contract. For ease of payments, we
year projected at 480 mill. bushels, up 55 mil. bushels
encourage you to ask your local grain office about
from March but almost half of what it was last year.
setting up direct deposit of your grain checks. We also
• USDA projected farm prices for 2020: Corn $3.60,
remind you to check your grain bins and make sure that
Soybeans $8.65
your grain is in good condition. As always, please reach
out to us as we head through the coming months.

Stephen Eschenbach receives
Iowa Ag Leader Award

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig presented Stephen Eschenbach with the Secretary’s
Iowa Ag Leader Award for Conservation Award. Eschenbach was one of three agriculture
leaders to receive the honor at the Iowa Agribusiness Showcase in February. “The Secretary’s
Ag Leader Awards are presented to businesses and individuals who dedicate their time and
talents to advancing agriculture, the backbone of our state’s economy and communities,” said
Naig. “As I travel the state, I see countless examples of farmers and landowners who are
embracing a culture of conservation.”
Stephen was recognized for his dedication to the Walnut Creek Watershed Project and the adoption of cover crops
in southwest Iowa. Last fall, Eschenbach helped producers plant more than 18,000 acres of cover crops in
Montgomery and surrounding counties. For more information about cover crops or other agronomic strategies,
contact Stephen at 712-370-8000.
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Who’s Who at UFC
Meet: Sydney Jones, Credit and Collections Manager
Sydney comes to United Farmers Cooperative with an extensive background in
agricultural banking and credit management experience. Sydney is a native of Red Oak and
a graduate of Walden University with a Master’s degree in Management.
She currently lives in Elliott with her husband, Jim, and son, Owen.
Sydney is responsible for overseeing the credit process across UFC’s entire footprint.
In her role, she works with both our current and potential customers to support and
manage the credit needed to effectively run their farms and businesses. “I enjoy working
with both my fellow employees and our customers in order to help agriculture thrive,
especially in these difficult times.” said Jones.
In her free time, Sydney enjoys crafting, home improvement projects, and camping.

Meet: Gregg Herzberg, Location Manager,
Shenandoah/Essex
While Gregg is not a new face to United Farmers Cooperative, he is new to his
position as Location Manager for the Shenanadoah office and Essex NH3 location.
Gregg has been a member of the UFC agronomy team for eight years and specialized
in seed sales and anhydrous/dry fertilizer treatment strategies. “I really enjoy helping
customers make the right decisions for their farms,” said Herzberg.
			
Gregg grew up in Villisca and graduated from Northwest Missouri State
University with a degree in agricultural science. He and his wife, Emily, are parents to a 2-year-old son.
Herzberg’s hobbies include outdoor activities such as golfing, hunting and fishing.

Meet: Amy Johnson, Agronomy Sales
Amy’s agricultural roots run deep. A native of Bethany, Missouri, with a family farm in
Ridgeway, Missouri, Amy serves as the sales agronomist in the Lamoni and Cainsville
areas.
Johnson joined South Central Cooperative after graduating from Northwest Missouri
State University with a degree in agronomy and minor in agricultural business. She
joined United Farmers Cooperative during the merger with South Central Coop. In her
role, Amy supports growers with their operations in seed, fertilizer, chemicals, and
specialty products. She takes particular interest in seed selection and development.
In her free time, Amy enjoys baking, spending time with her two Australian Shephards and
photography. Amy’s favorite part of her role at UFC is “helping farmers succeed and reach their goals.”
As someone who genuinely enjoys working with her customers, Amy says, “I love when I can walk
beside growers and help them raise yields that bring them joy.”

DON’T MISS IMPORTANT GRAIN, AGRONOMY, FEED OR ENERGY ALERTS!
Sign up for text notifications about grain bids and other UFC contracting/product/special updates!
Sign up at https://united-farmers.agricharts.com/alertguide
Already receiving our grain texts but want to be added to feed, energy or agronomy updates? Email Angie Britten at
abritten@united-farmers.com to be added to the list of your choice!
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News and Information

Get production news
and advice from UFC
every Wednesday
morning at 6:15 a.m.!
Listen ANYWHERE at
www.kcsifm.com.
Missed a show? Listen
to previous segments at
https://soundcloud.com/unitedfarmerscoop

Follow Us and Stay Connected!
GAINING GROUND | SPRING 2020

07

203 W. OAK STREET
RED OAK, IOWA 51566

AFTON
641-347-8428

CORNING
641-322-4310

HUMESTON
641-877-2711

ANITA
712-762-3217

CRESTON RETAIL
641-782-7202

LACONA ENERGY & C-STORE OSCEOLA
641-534-3611
641-342-2139

ARISPE
641-347-8428

CRESTON GRAIN
641-782-9495

LAMONI
641-784-3326

RED OAK
712-623-5453

CAINSVILLE
660-893-5218

ESSEX
712-379-5453

LENOX
641-333-2202

SHENANDOAH
712-246-2474

CHARITON
641-774-2135

FARRAGUT
712-385-8176

MACKSBURG
641-768-2436

STANTON
712-829-2117

CLEARFIELD
641-336-2311

HAMBURG
712-382-2016

MORTON MILLS
712-826-4682

VILLISCA
712-826-2232

WWW.UNITED-FARMERS.COM

MOUNT AYR
641-464-3821

